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“Mohiniyattom transformed into its modern form and gained popularity as a classical dance
form from Thrippunithura. | may have got the opportunity to learn various dance forms from
renowned gurus as | hail from near this land,” said this week’s Talented Banker as we discussed.
This banker came to our notice through the recently conducted ‘talent hunt’ task. A banker who
posted only reels revealing her expressions; it was only at the talent hunt task that her prowess
in dance was brought to light by Sri. Sundeep Sivadasan. We present before you

Vidyaraj V
Indian Overseas Bank
Mavelikkara

Vidya was born in Kollam to Sri. C. Rajendran Nair, a retired employee of the Indian railways
hailing from Thiruvananthapuram, and Smt. S. Vijayalakshmi hailing from Kollam. They got to
stay at various locations as a result of the transfers her father had during his tenure in the
railways. From her fifth grade upto college days, they stayed at the Irumbanam railway quarters
and Ernakulam South railway quarters. Vidya shares the story of her childhood days spent in
Ernakulam and Thrippunithura.

Till her third grade she studied in Ernakulam, in her fourth grade she went to Kollam and back to



Ernakulam within a span of a few months. She did her studies from Ambalamedu F.A.C.T school,
Lourde Matha, VHSS Irumbanam, GGHSS Ernakulam and Government College Thrippunithura.
After BCom, she took up MBA in HR through distance education from Kollam T K M Engineering
College. She got trained at the Kollam ICD Bank coaching institute and joined the Indian
Overseas Bank in 2013 as a probationary officer.

She started learning Mohiniyattom at the age of 5 from Thrippunithura Kerala Kalalayam under
Smt. Kala Vijayan, the daughter of Kalamandalam Kalyanikutty Amma who resurrected
Mohiniyattom from its dying state into a mainstream Indian classical dance by giving it a formal
structure and ornamentation. Her other dance gurus were Latha Harikumar and Akhila Sarath,
making her a Mohiniyattom and folk-dance expert.

During her school years, she participated and won accolades for various dance competitions at
school and district levels, and won the State level A Grade. She also won prizes for dance and
story writing at the competitions held by the railway institute. She cherishes the memory of
getting first prize for folk-dance at a commemoration function held for Saghav K Bhaskaran. She
also was blessed by the dancer couple Guru Dhananjayan and Santha Dhananjayan at a dance
demonstration conducted by them at Kerala Kalalayam. She reminisces the time she could
represent her college in Mohiniyattom during the MG University Youth Festival and the time she
performed Mohiniyattom at an event where Kerala artforms were explained to foreigner
tourists at Alappuzha Muhamma as other feathers in her cap.

She continues her dance journey through semi classical dances. She being able to win the hearts
of viewers asa participant of the ‘Malayali Manga’ competition conducted by the Kairaly ‘V’
channel. She also is part of various dance performances at temple festivals. She sees these
opportunities as stress busters during hectic bank works, and is thankful that her colleagues
support her immensely in these endeavours. She won the first prize for the reels competition
held as part of ‘Onam Pwolichonam’ held by the 0B Officers’ Association. She was also
recognized as the ‘Most Popular Individual’ at the ‘Kalanjali’ programme conducted by the
association at Thiruvananthapuram. It was around the same time that she got spotlight in the
‘talent hunt’ held in our TB page. It was only after the tb Beano 2023 that her excellence in
dance was revealed to us. She performed at the temple festivals at Areekkavu, Thevalakkara
Devi temples recently. She bows before her parents for their relentless efforts and support that
brought to life the dancer in her.

Her husband Sri. Renjith R, who is an accountant in a private firm, and her little son R.V. Rashav
Jith are both her strong pillars of support.

Her first posting as Assistant Manager in 2013 was in Mangalore. From there, she got transfer to
Idava, Karunagappaly branches in Kerala, Nagarcoil Regional Office and various branches in
Tamil Nadu, and then to Kayamkulam branch, after which she got posted as the Assistant
Branch Manager in Mavelikkara branch.

Like many, she is eagerly waiting for the 4th TB Meet to begin at Kozhikode.

She is planning to restart her classical dance lessons and to start writing as she used to, at



school. May her wishes come true. We wish her and family all happiness and prosperity in the
days to come.



